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OUTLINE: Write an Opinion Essay on nuclear power. 

Nuclear power is not a good energy source for the world. Do you agree or disagree 

with this statement? 

TITLE 

INTRODUCTION 

Background Information + Thesis statement: Nuclear power is not a good energy 

source for the world. 

 

 
BODY PARAGRAPHS 

1. MAJOR SUPPORT: Nuclear fuel is expensive. 

A.MINOR SUPPORT: Nuclear power plants are expensive to build and operate. 

i. Example: Cost of safety features. 

ii. Example: Cost of training workers 

iii. Example: Salaries for workers are high. 

2. MAJOR SUPPORT: Nuclear materials are not safe. 

A. MINOR SUPPORT: Nuclear fuels are dangerous. 

i. Example: Mining fuels produces radioactive gas. 

ii. Example: Working with radioactive fuels can harm workers. 
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B. MINOR SUPPORT: Nuclear waste products are dangerous. 

i. Example: Very radioactive. 

ii. Example: Difficult to dispose of or store safely. 

3. MAJOR SUPPORT: There is a possibility of disastrous accidents. 

A. MINOR SUPPORT: Nuclear power plants can fail. 

i. Example: Three Mile Island, U.S.A (1979) 

ii. Example: Darlington, Canada (1992) 

iii. Example: Sellafield, England (2005) 

B. MINOR SUPPORT: Workers can make mistakes. 

i. Example: Chernobly, U.S.S.R. (1986) 

ii. Example: Tokaimura, Japan (1999) 

iii. Example: Asco, Spain (2007-2008) 

C. MINOR SUPPORT: Natural disasters can occur. 

i. Example: Tornado: Mururoa, the Pacific (1981) 

ii. Example: Earthquake: Fukushima, Japan (2011) 

 

 
CONCLUSION: Because of the cost and the danger, the world should develop different 

types of energy to replace nuclear power. 
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Thesis Statement 

Don't Support Nuclear Energy! 

 
These days, it seems like everyone is worried about how the world will meet its energy 

demands when we have run out of oil and natural gas. Scientists and researchers are 

investigating such power sources as solar energy, wind energy, and even energy from hot rocks 

beneath the earth's surface. However, there is one energy source that I believe should not be 

developed any further. In fact, I believe that we should stop using it as soon as possible. Even 

though it can provide the world with a source of electricity, nuclear power is not a good energy 

source because it is too expensive, the materials used in the power plants are not safe, and there 

is a great possibility of accidents. 

Nuclear power is not an economical energy source. First of all, nuclear fuel is expensive. 

It must be taken out of the ground and transported great distances. As fuels are used up, they 

will become even more expensive, just as oil and gas have. In addition, nuclear power plants 

cost a lot of money to build and to operate because of the great care that must be taken with 

safety. Because the people who work in nuclear power plants must be highly trained specialists, 

salaries for workers are also high 

In addition to being expensive, nuclear materials are not safe. When uranium is taken 

out of the ground, radioactive gas is released. This is not safe for the miners. Uranium itself 

also is not safe because of its high radioactivity. Because of this, people who work with nuclear 

fuels are at risk of cancer. As nuclear power plants run, they create nuclear waste, which also 

is dangerous. It is very radioactive, and it is difficult to dispose of or even to store safely. No 

town wants nuclear waste buried nearby, and for good reason. 

Most significantly, there is always a possibility of nuclear accidents. The power plants 

themselves can fail when they get old or if they are not built correctly. The machinery can 

malfunction, too. In 1979, problems at the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant in the United 

States resulted in radioactive materials escaping into the nearby community. More recently, 

equipment failures were responsible for accidents in power plants in Darlington, Canada, in 

1992, and Sellafield, England, in 2005. Both of these accidents led to leaks of radioactive 

material. It is not just buildings and equipment which can fail, but people, too. Workers at 

nuclear power plants can make mistakes. Perhaps the most famous of these incidents occurred 

at Chernobyl, in the former U.S.S.R., in 1986. Radioactivity from the Chernobyl accident was 

recorded as far away as Eastern Europe, Scandinavia, and even Japan. Human error has been 

responsible for numerous power plant accidents. Some recent well-known examples include 
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Tokaimura, Japan, in 1999, where untrained, unqualified workers prepared some fuel 

incorrectly, and Asco, Spain, where a radioactive leak that started in 2007 was not reported 

until 2008. There is no way we can guarantee that workers will not make mistakes again in the 

future. Even natural disasters can affect nuclear power plants. A big storm in the Pacific Ocean 

in 1981 washed nuclear waste from Mururoa out into the ocean. In 2011, a strong earthquake 

damaged several nuclear reactors in Fukushima, Japan. It is impossible for people to predict or 

to prevent events like this. Different types of severe weather or natural disasters can strike 

almost anywhere in the world and the can cause disastrous nuclear accidents. 

In conclusion, nuclear power is a bad choice of energy that is expensive, dangerous 

and may cause many different troubles. Although it is true that oil and gas cannot supply all of 

the world's energy needs much longer, we must develop cheaper and, most importantly, safer 

types of energy to power our world instead of nuclear power. 
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