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ESSAY ORGANIZATION 

An essay must have  

• an introduction paragraph  

• at least two body paragraphs 

• a conclusion paragraph. 

Introduction Paragraph 

The introduction paragraph includes 

• a hook which is an opening sentence that attracts the reader’s attention. 

• some short background information that helps the reader understand the topic. 

• a thesis statement which is very important as it introduces the topic and the 

controlling idea. 

Body Paragraphs 

In the essay, there must be at least two body paragraphs. Each body paragraph includes 

• a topic sentence that gives the main idea of the paragraph.  

• Supporting details which are explained with elaborate explanations, examples and 

elaborations. 

Conclusion Paragraph  

The concluding paragraph summarizes or restates the thesis statement and it must have 

some final comments like predictions, opinions or suggestions on that topic.  

 

Expected Level: B2 

Outcomes to be assessed:  

Written Production 

Students … 

• can write straightforward connected texts on a range of familiar subjects within 

their field of interest, by linking a series of shorter discrete elements into a linear 

sequence. (CEFR) 

• can write a text on a familiar topic or a topical subject of personal interest, using 

simple language to give and justify his/her opinion. (CEFR) 

• can write short, simple essays on topics of interest. (CEFR) 

• can write an opinion essay on a familiar topic.  

*Students are expected to write at least 300 words and at most 400 words.   
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Thesis St. 

 

Concluding St. 

MODEL ESSAY 

Man’s Best Friend 

 

The dog is generally considered the first domesticated animal. The domesticated dog has 

lived with human beings as a working partner and household pet in all areas and cultures since 

the time people lived in caves. Archaeologists have found remains of dogs that are 10,000 

years old. In these ancient societies, as well as in our modern ones, dogs are considered to 

be important for people because they serve people almost like employees, they are used in 

sports, and they are valued as companions by people. 

 

First, the working dogs serve people almost like employees. These dogs, such as Siberian 

huskies and collies help pull heavy loads, round up cattle, and keep a sharp eye out for strangers. 

To a sheep farmer, for example, a good sheepdog is his most valuable partner. Sheepdogs, such 

as Border Collies, Standard Collies, and Shetland Sheepdogs are very intelligent and can learn to 

respond to hand signals as well as spoken words. 

Second, some dogs are used primarily in sports. The supremely fast greyhound is used in 

dog races. These races take place on specially prepared tracks where the competitors chase a 

mechanical rabbit. In addition, many hunting dogs, such as setters, retrievers and pointers often 

compete in hunting trials. Retrievers, such as golden retrievers and Labrador retrievers will throw 

themselves into an icy cold lake to pick up the bird their owner has shot. These special hunting 

dogs often compete in hunting trials. Clearly, sporting dogs are the athletes of the dog world. 

Third, many people enjoy a dog as a companion. All kinds of dogs can be excellent 

companions. Both the working dogs and the hunting dogs have great patience and are very good 

with small children. Most of these dogs will allow children to climb all over them and are great 

baby-sitters because of their loyalty to their owner and their family. A few breeds are kept only 

for the purpose of being a companion. Some of these are toy dogs, such as a Chihuahua or a Lhasa 

Apso. Since these dogs are so tiny, they are great to have if you live in a small apartment. In short, 

all dogs, including the toy dogs, are wonderful companions. 

 

In conclusion, dogs are invaluable friends to people, most types can be used efficiently 

to serve people, and some are talented in sports. Even if you have no interest in sports or no 

farm to run, you can still have a dog as a great companion. 

 

 

General St. 

 

Topic St. 

 

Topic St. 

 

Topic St. 



WRITING RUBRIC FOR ESSAY 
 Excellent – Very Good Good - Average Fair - Poor Very Poor Band 

Score 

FORMAT 

The essay format is well-achieved with an 
introduction paragraph stating the thesis 
statement. The body paragraphs explain the 
thesis with adequate number of supporting 
details. The conclusion exists. 

The essay format is achieved with an introduction 
paragraph stating the thesis statement. The body 
paragraphs explain the thesis with satisfactory 
amount of supporting details. The conclusion exists. 
 
*Essays with 1 body paragraph are graded starting 
from here.   
 

The essay format is somehow achieved but 
not proper. More than one main element of 
the expected essay format (introduction, at 
least two body paragraphs or conclusion) is 
missing. The body paragraphs have limited 
explanation on the thesis with lack of, or 
insufficient amount of supporting details.  
* Essays without introduction or conclusion 
paragraphs are graded starting from here. 

The essay format is problematic with no clear 
introduction, thesis statement, body 
paragraphs or conclusion. 

 

 

Band Range 15-12 11-8 7-4 3-0  

CONTENT 

Opinions are fully related to the topic given. 
The essay presents a meaningful, engaging 
introduction stating the thesis statement that 
overviews the whole essay. Ideas are 
supported and exemplified effectively 
enough. There is a strong closure overviewing 
the whole ideas.  

Opinions are mostly related to the topic given. The 
essay presents a meaningful, engaging introduction 
stating the thesis statement but not always covers 
the whole topic. Ideas are supported and 
exemplified but not always detailed and relevant 
enough. There is an effective closure but not 
always covers the whole topic.  

Opinions are frequently unrelated to the 
topic given. The essay provides an opening, 
but there may or may not be a clear thesis 
statement. There is an attempt to support and 
exemplify but ideas are mostly irrelevant or 
repetitive. There is a closure but not effective 
or loosely connected to the thesis.  

There are few ideas related to topic, or all 
sentences are fully irrelevant. Ideas are 
aimless, not supported or don’t exist at all. 
There is no clear opening, or closure. 

 

Band Range 20-17 16-12 11-6 5-0  

COHESION 
& 

COHERENCE 

The essay is fully coherent with the logical 
flow of ideas with effective use of cohesive 
devices to link the ideas within and between 
paragraphs. Ideas are unified and serve the 
thesis statement. 

The essay is mostly coherent with logical flow of 
ideas. Some ideas are irrelevant, incomplete or 
unorganized. The use of cohesive devices includes 
few problems like similarity, redundancy or 
inconsistency. The unity is mostly provided, and 
ideas mostly serve the thesis statement. 

The essay is somehow coherent with limited 
flow of ideas. Most of the ideas are frequently 
irrelevant, or loosely connected. The use of 
cohesive devices is mostly problematic within 
and between paragraphs. The unity is not 
provided effectively. 

The essay shows a little or no coherence with 
the problematic flow of ideas. Most of the 
ideas are irrelevant, jumbled or not 
connected. The attempt to use cohesive 
devices is very limited or doesn’t exist at all. 
The unity is mostly confusing or not provided. 

 

Band Range 15-12 11-8 7-4 3-0  

VOCABULARY 

The writer uses good range of vocabulary at 
the target level. The choice and placement of 
words is effective, natural and level-
appropriate. The meaning is clear. 

The writer uses adequate range of vocabulary at 
the target level. The choice and placement of words 
has occasional errors and sometimes repeats itself. 
The meaning is rarely unclear. 

The writer uses limited range of vocabulary at 
the target level. The choice and placement of 
words has frequent errors and many 
repetitions. The meaning is often confused or 
unclear. 

The writer uses extremely limited range of 
vocabulary at the target level. The writer 
shows almost no mastery in the choice and 
placement of words. The meaning is mostly 
confused or unclear. 

 

Band Range 20- 17 16-12 11-6 5-0  

LANGUAGE USE 

The writer uses well-constructed and varied 
structures for the target level. There are rare 
grammatical errors. 

The writer uses well-constructed and satisfactory 
level of varied structures for the target level and 
show some attempt to use these structures. There 
are occasional grammatical errors. The meaning is 
rarely ambiguous. 

The writer has major problems to construct 
varied structures for the target level and show 
very little attempt to use these structures. 
There are frequent grammatical errors. The 
meaning is mostly confused or ambiguous. 

The writer has virtually no mastery of 
sentence construction rules; mostly has simple 
structures and the text is dominated by errors. 

 

Band Range 20- 17 16-12 11-6 5-0  

MECHANICS 

The writer demonstrates mastery 
conventions; few errors of spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, indentation.  

The writer demonstrates occasional errors of 
spelling, punctuation, capitalization, indentation 
but meaning not ambiguous. 
*Essays without a title are graded from here. 

The writer demonstrates frequent errors of 
spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
indentation and meaning partly confused or 
ambiguous. 

The writer demonstrates no mastery of 
conventions with major errors of spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, indentation.   

 

Band Range 10-8 7-5 4-2 1-0  

Your Overall Score  



 

ATTENTION!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expected Level: B1+ 

For a better understanding of the expected level language use, check the “Focus Vocabulary” and “Grammar” parts of the syllabi of the related 
period. 

Outcomes to be assessed:  

Written Production 

Students … 

 can write straightforward connected texts on a range of familiar subjects within their field of interest, by linking a series of shorter discrete 
elements into a linear sequence. 

 can write a text on a topical subject of personal interest, using simple language to give and justify his/her opinion. (CEFR) 

 can produce an opinion paragraph giving reasons in support of or against a particular point of view. (CEFR) 

 can produce an opinion essay. 
 

Word Limit: Students are expected to write at least 300 words and at most 400 words.   
 
300 – 250 words     : Cut no points. 
249 – 225 words   : Cut 10 points. 
224 – 200 words   : Cut 15 points. 
Fewer than 200 words : Evaluation according to the lowest band for each criterion. 
400 – 440 words     : Cut no points 
441 – 475 words     : Cut 5 points 
476 – 500 words     : Cut 10 points 
More than 500 words    : Evaluation according to the “good to average” band for each criterion. 
 
* Title is counted within the word limit. 


