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LISTENING (Sample Questions)

A. Listen to the passage about Kobe Bryant and circle the best answer. (5x2,5=12,5 pts.)

1. Where were Kobe Bryant’s parents from?
a) Argentina - Italy
b) Philadelphia - Argentina
c) ltaly - Philadelphia

2. Why did Kobe Bryant turn back to the USA?
a) To continue his education
b) To start his basketball career
c) To be traded to the Los Angeles Lakers

3. Which information is TRUE about his achievements?
a) He was recognized at a national level in high school.
b) He earned the title for the highest scoring person in a single game.
c) He became a champion in the NBA for 18 times.

4. Which event happened first in Kobe’s life?
a) Winning Olympic medals.
b) Winning an Academy Award.
c) Dropping out of the college.

5. How many people died in the accident where Kobe died?
a) 2
b) 7
c) 9

Glossary:

*ventures (n): a new activity, usually in business, that involves risk or uncertainty
*philanthropy (n): the activity of helping the poor, especially by giving them money
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B. Listen to five people talking about Al. Match the speakers to the statements A-F. Write
only ONE letter for each speaker. There is ONE extra statement that you don’t need.
You will hear the recording twice. (5x2,5=12,5 pts.)

1. Mr. Smith
2. Ms. Johnson
3. Mr. Lee

4. Mrs. Patel
5. Mr. Garcia
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Al can assist developing and upgrading software.

Al provides a better learning opportunity.

Al can improve some sectors but make people lose their jobs.
We can manage and maintain businesses much easier with Al.
We can benefit from Al but must guarantee some conditions first.
Al can figure out possible health problems beforehand.
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READING

READING 1: “UP” WITH PIXAR

1 It started with a drawing of an old man with a green face, looking very angry. He had small eyes
looking to the side and held a big bunch of colorful balloons with words like “love” and “joy” on
them. He held them tightly, like people hold onto their dreams. Five years later, this old man got a
name, Carl Frederickson, and a pair of square glasses. From a simple drawing, he became a famous
character in Hollywood, starring in a movie called “Up” that made $400 million.

2 “Up” was 2009’s smash hit from Pixar, a computer animation studio doing to 21st century

animation what Disney did to 20th. Pixar makes cartoons that both children and adults adore. To
critics, it can do no wrong. “You have to go back to Disney in the 1930s and 1940s, when they lifted
audiences out of the Great Depression with Snow White, Bambi and Pinocchio, in quick succession,
to get anything close,” wrote the respected film critic Tom Shone. “This is living history, right under
our noses. Your grandkids will ask about this.

3 Pixar always tries new things and gets big results. In 2008, they made “Wall-E,” a love story

about a robot that eats garbage. The robot talked in beeps and clicks, and there was almost no
dialogue. It seemed like it wouldn’t work, but it made $521 million and won an Oscar. Then came
“Up,” a mix of action and a story about happiness, love, and loss. Critics, needless to say, adored it,
calling it funny and touching.

4 So, what is the secret of their success? It is simply creativity. Pixar studios are in Oakland but
spiritually, their home is more Silicon Valley. There are pool, Ping-Pong, and air hockey tables
around the office. Most of them are in use throughout the working day. Employees ride skateboards
and scooters in the halls. This fun atmosphere helps them be creative. The senior staff on “Up” had
been with Pixar for over ten years, and the best in the world at what they do, and deserve everything
that goes with it — from Ping-Pong to company yoga days.

® Peter Docter, the director of “Up,” said most Hollywood studios are run by businessmen who only
care about making money, which doesn’t lead to great movies. Pixar approaches film-making from
the opposite direction. Pixar recruits talented people and lets them have fun, which leads to great
ideas. For example, with UP, some people might have thought a movie starring a 78-year-old man
wouldn’t appeal to kids, but Pixar took the risk.

6 Making “Up” was more complex because it was one of the first major films released in 3D in
2009. Pixar used 3D to enhance the story. Bob Whitehill, who worked on the 3D effects, said they
changed the depth of the 3D to match the story. When Carl was young and happy, the 3D was deep.
When he lost his wife, the 3D became shallow. When he went on his adventure, the 3D deepened
again.
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READING 1: Read the text above and circle the best option. (5x2,5=12,5pts.)

1. According to the first paragraph, the main character in the film Up
a) came out as an illustration
b) had a lot of money at first
c) was a loving and joyous person
d) changed his name after five years

2. What is the word “adore” in paragraph 2 closest in meaning?
a) complain about
b) love sth/sb a lot
c) look down on
d) be proud of

3. What does the word “it” in paragraph 3 refers to?
a) the company
b) the robot
c) the film
d) the dialogue

4. Which statement is TRUE according to the text?
a) Financial concerns may restrict the creativity.
b) Businessmen are generally good at filmmaking.
c) Pixar Studios are in Silicon Valley.

d) Up made a great success and won an Oscar.

5. Which statement can be inferred from the text?
a) People are not interested in animated films anymore.

b) There is only one example of a film made by using 3D technique.
c) The success of a film is directly related to the company’s money.
d) Film industry is going in a new direction thanks to the technology.
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READING 2: SEEING DOUBLE

Gene Theory

1 Many scientists once believed that physical similarities between identical twins are genetic,
while their personalities, intelligence, and other differences between them are an effect of
their environment. Now scientists are discovering that the boundaries between genetics and
environment are not so clear.

The Jim Twins

2 ldentical twins Jim Springer and Jim Lewis were adopted as babies and raised by different
couples. When the Jims finally met at the age of 39, they discovered they had plenty in
common. Both were six feet tall, 180 pounds. They had the same smile and the same voice.
When psychologist Thomas Bouchard Jr. invited the Jim twins to his lab, his colleagues found
it very hard to tell them apart.

3 But the similarities did not stop at the physical. They both had dogs named Toy. They had
both married women named Linda, and then divorced them. They had both been sheriffs,
enjoyed *carpentry, suffered severe headaches, and admitted to leaving love notes around
the house for their wives. They had so much in common that it seemed unlikely these were
just coincidences.

Genetics and Intelligence

4 The Jim twins were just one of 137 sets of separated twins Bouchard tested. When they
compared the twins’ IQ scores, Bouchard and his team reached a surprising conclusion. They
concluded that intelligence was mostly connected to genetics rather than to training or
education. It seemed the differences in family and environment had little effect.

® However genes cannot control everything, argues geneticist Danielle Reed, who also
studies twins. Reed’s research shows that though nothing can truly change our DNA,
environmental differences that a child experiences before birth and at their first year can
sometimes affect the way the DNA behaves, making even identical twins into very different
people. “What I like to say is that *Mother Nature writes some things in pencil and some
things in pen,” she explains. “Things written in pen you cannot change. That is DNA. But
things written in pencil you can.”

Glossary:

*Carpentry (n): an activity of making and repairing wooden things

*Mother Nature: is sometimes used to refer to nature, especially when it is being considered
as a force that affects human beings
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READING 2: Read the text above and circle the best option. (5x2,5=12,5 pts.)

1. What is the passage mainly about?
a) how identical twins are formed
b) the effects genes have on personality
c) the differences between identical twins
d) the connection between male vs. female twins

2. In the past, scientists believed that
a) genetics controlled some parts of who we are
b) genetics controlled everything about who we are
c) environment played an important part in how twins look
d) our genes are affected by the environment around us

3. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a similarity between the Jim twins?
a) Both had the same marital status.
b) Both had the same height.
c) Both had the same jobs.
d) Both had the same favorite food.

4. Why does the author mention the research of Danielle Reed?
a) To suggest that intelligence is not influenced by genetics.
b) To argue that genetics determine everything about a person.
c) To prove that identical twins are always different.
d) To show that environmental factors can influence genetic expression.

5. What does the phrase “Mother Nature writes some things in pencil and some
things in pen.” imply?
a) All traits can be changed with effort.
b) Some traits are permanent, while others can be changed.
c) All traits are permanent and unchangeable.
d) Some traits are genetic, while others are environmental.

-END OF THE EXAM-



